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Hamlet is a man of many faces.  He is cunning, intelligent, entertaining, and sympathetic. However, despite his many faces, none of them can be described as “Crazy”.  During the entire play, he is completely aware of what he is doing, and going as far as to turn the battle of wits to his favor.  He also contains one goal, and only one goal, through the entire play: The revenge of his father.
My first exhibit is the first encounter with the ghost of Hamlet.  While it is a good argument that seeing a ghost is a sign of insanity, there is something proving that this was not all in Hamlet’s head.  That proof is the fact that Bernardo, Marcellus, Francisco, and Horatio had all seen the ghost prior to Hamlet.  It’s is near impossible for all five of them to be insane at the same time, let alone all seeing the same apparition.  The ghost also gives Hamlet knowledge of his death that only a witness to the act would know.  There would be no way for Hamlet to know these facts imparted on him to simply make up the encounter.

My next example is his conversation with Polonius, after telling his friends that he will be acting crazy, which is proof in itself.  In this scene, he is obviously using the idea of being crazy to get away with insulting Polonius as some odd form of punishment for trying to break up him and Ophelia.  His remark at the end about those “tedious old fools” (II,II) was even added to reveal that he is only acting the part as madman.

Along those lines is the conversation with Gertrude in Act III.  When Hamlet says “I will speak daggers to her, but use none” (III,III), he is showing that this conversation is not out of crazed emotion, but premeditated and thought out.  He also makes educated comparisons of King Hamlet and Claudius using facts, which is a fairly rare argument method among crazed lunatics.  But that is not the issue here.  The real issue is him seeing his father when Gertrude cannot.  It’s said that ghosts are able to reach into our minds to create apparitions, which is how it seems most ghosts embody themselves.  So surely the ghost of King Hamlet can choose who he wishes to be seen by will.  There is also the fact that people who are younger are generally more tuned to the spiritual spectrum.

My last example is his bloody revenge speech at the end of Act IV.  In this speech, he realizes that he cannot avenge his father with playful tricks, but must use violence.  In this speech, he shows once again that he is still completely capable of a higher thought process that is at a level of a sane person. 

In short, Hamlet is not crazy because he is able to think clearly and act deliberately.  He masters the art of manipulation and deceit throughout the play, which are necessary to the revenge of his father.  He overcomes his obstacles with relative ease, and crushes those who stand in his way.  He was the only worthy person to succeed his father on the throne of Denmark.
